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Perhaps the most popu-
lar artwork produced dur-
ing the war was not con-
structed from battlefield
debris at all but from the
artistic minds of cartoon-
ists. There were a number
of soldiers who drew pic-
tures or cartoons but this article will focus on only two of the
most well known artists, Pvt. Fergus Mackain and Captain
Bruce Bairnsfather. Private Mackain served with the 23rd
Battalion Royal Fusiliers, landing in France in April 1915.
Mackain captured accurate depictions of trench warfare on a
series of postcards entitled “Sketches of Tommy’s Life” that
were eventually published in Boulogne and Paris. Although
these cards were meant to be humorous, there was a deep
understanding of what it was like to be a soldier on the west-
ern front, derived from first hand experience. 

Unlike Mackain’s work, Bairnsfather’s post card series
Fragments from France were not published in France and
therefore were not purchased by soldiers on active service.
Bairnsfather’s work was published in sets of post cards but
also by the illustrated magazine The Bystander in Britain. 

Subaltern Bruce Bairnsfather left England for war in the
autumn of 1914 with the 1st Battalion of the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment. Rumor has it his first drawings,
Bullets and Billets, were drawn on the walls of damaged
buildings in the Ypres salient. The popularity of his cartoons
was sufficient to earn his promotion to captain and he was

removed from front-line service to
take on the morale-boosting liai-
son role of “officer cartoonist.”
His creation, Old Bill, was a wise
but contemptible soldier experi-
encing the trials of front line life
— the captions were classic under-
statements of the real hardships.

Collectors of trench art will
have a difficult time determining
the authenticity of artifacts because
there was little documentation as to

when and who made the piece. The artwork created by soldiers
in the trenches may be identified by the tool marks but this is
no guarantee. The intricate hammering of the Austrian shell
case (see photo) could not have been made in the trench for lack
of tools — not to mention the noise generated by such ham-
mering that would make the artisan a target. Dates of manufac-
ture won’t even ensure the artwork was created during the war
or that the “raw material” was even issued. The only thing a
collector can be sure of is that if the artifact was made from
period correct raw material, it’s not a reproduction!
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Class III address: 
Caesar Krauss Great War Memorial Site
Middle Road, PA 17241
Upper Mifflin Township, Cumberland County



Check this box if you have changed your address  
since the last event or this is your first event                             Print first letter of your  
        last name in this box 
Check this box if you are a unit commander   

SPRING 2011 REGISTRATION 

NOTE: PAPER COPIES OF OTW WILL BE MAILED ONLY TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO REQUEST
THEM. GWA members are requested to download the newsletter from the website, www.greatwar-assoc.org. This will 
help reduce unnecessary costs and administrative burdens. Send requests for hard copies to the GWA Treasurer. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You must be at least 18 to register. You may be asked for proof of age. (Sign here)  

(757) 631-0661 e-mail: criostalmiceal@gmail.com  

Chris Garcia, GWA Registrar  
418 Chinaberry Ct, Virginia 
Beach,  VA  23454  

Make checks to “Great War Association.”Send form and check to:  

GWA Membership and Registration Form for the Spring Combat Event 
Caesar Krauss Great War Memorial Site, Newville, PA  

Part I — Member Information — Please Print Legibly  

Last Name:__________________________________ First Name__________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________ State:__________________ Postal Code:__________________ 

Country:________________ Phone:__________________ e-mail:_________________________________  

Unit Commander: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact: _______________________________________________________________________ 

I certify that I am 18 years of age or older _____________________________________________________  

Part II — Unit Affiliation  
This box must be filled out, using the units and abbreviations on the back of this form. If you do not 
belong to one of these units, you are an independent.  

Part III — Dues and Event Fees  
A. 2011 dues (Annual dues are due at the Spring Event each year)    $25.00 

B. Spring 2011 Event fee if pre-registered (see below)             $25.00  

C. Optional site development donation  

D. Pre-registration subtotal (A+B+C as applicable)   
E. Gate registration fee  
                                 $15.00 
F. Gate registration total (D+E) $  

Pre-registration: Members are encouraged to pre-register to save the 
gate fee. If you pre-register but are unable to attend, your event fee (only) 
will be returned within two weeks. All pre-registrations must be received 
by the Registrar on or before April 15, 2011. If your pre-registration is 
not received by this date, you must pay at the event — including the $15 
gate fee. Your original mail pre-registration will be returned unopened.  

$



 

GWA Unit List   (use abbreviations only when filling out registration form)  
American  
26AEF        26th Div., (Yankee Div.), AEF  
27AEF      27th Div., 107th Inf. AEF  
109AEF      28th Div., 109th Inf. Co. L., AEF 
116AEF      29th Div., 116th Inf., Hdqtrs. Co., AEF 
33AEF        33rd Div., (Prairie Div.), AEF 
80AEF        80th Div., 318th Inf. AEF  
372AEF      93rd Div., 372nd Inf. AEF  
49CO         5th Marines, 49th Co., AEF  
67CO         5th Marines, 67th Co., AEF  
78CO         6th  Marines,  78th Co., AEF(probationary)
 
British  

2SRFC       No. 2 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps 
6BWBEF   6th Btn., Black Watch, BEF  
BRBEF      The Border Regiment, BEF  
BUFF         6th Buffs Rgt., BEF  
GDSDIV    Guards Division 
 ROYENG   Royal Engineers   
Commonwealth  
 
5AIF           5th Btn. Australia/New Zealand Army Corps 
PPCLI         Princess Pat’s Canadian Light Infantry  
 
 

 
 
42BNCEF   42nd BN, Black Watch, CEF  
 
 
 
French  
8BCP          8 Btn. Chasseurs à Pied  
18RL          18ème Régiment d’Infanterie (Régiment de Gâtinais) 
151RL        151ème Régiment d'Infanterie de Ligne  

Great War Association 
584 Valley Road 
Gillette, NJ 07933  

Russian 
RL  Légion Russe  

Non-Military  
DRK  Deutsches Rotes Kreuz 
INDP  Independent (non-combat only) 
SA  Salvation Army 

Austrian 
63KUK     63rd KuK  

German 
1LR   Königliche Bayerische Leib Regiment  
5SB  5.Sturm-Pionier-Bataillon “Rohr”  
8KUR  3. Feldesk., Kürassier Regt. Nr. 8 (Rheinisches) 
12MWK  12. Minenwerfer Komp. 12 Division  
13PB  13. Pionierbataillon   
20MG  20. Maschinengewehr-Scharfschützen-Bataillon  
23JR  Infanterie-Regt Nr. 23 (2. Oberschlesisches)(probationary)  
63JR  3. Komp., Infanterie-Regt. Nr. 63 (4. Oberschlesisches) 
73FR  Füsilier-Regiment Nr. 73 (Hanoversches)  
90FR  10.Komp., Füsilier-Regiment Nr. 90 (Mecklenburgisches) 
92JR  Infanterie-Regiment Nr. 92 (1. Braunschweigisches)  
120JR  5. Komp., Infanterie-Regt. Nr. 120 (2. Württembergisches)  
124JR  3.Komp., Infanterie-Regt. Nr.124 (6.Württembergisches)  
129JR  Infanterie-Regt Nr. 129 (probationary)  
459JR 8.Komp., Infanterie-Regiment Nr. 459 (Rhein.Westf.)  
236RIR  5. Komp., Reserve Infanterie-Regiment Nr. 236(probationary)  


